
Amidtheboldandsharppenscreatedinoil,aglimpseofnaturepeeksthrough.

Apr12,2012

�Pen�paintingexhibitshowsthey�renot
justforwriting

�Pens3:ButterflyofRebirth,�oneofHongKyoung-tack�smostrecentpaintingsinhis�Pen�series,iseight

meters(25feet)insizeandtookadecadetocomplete.Providedbythegallery

Colorfulandrhythmicallyflowingpatternsofpensoverloadthesurfaceof
thesmoothcanvasinartistHongKyoung-tack�s�Pen�seriespaintingsthat
areshownathissoloexhibition�FullofLove�atDoosanGalleryincentral
Seoul.

Therepetitiveexplosionofpensisdenselycompactedin�Pens3:Butterfly
ofRebirth�(2010),apaintingthatmeasureseightmeters(25feet)insize
andtookadecadetocomplete.ItwasfirstexhibitedatDoosanGalleryNew
Yorkin2010,whereHongwasanartist-in-residency,buttherehasbeena
slightchangesincethen.

�Thepaintingwassimplynamed�Pens3�inthe2010exhibitioninNew
York,�HongsaidinaninterviewwiththeKoreaJoongAngDailyatthe
gallerylastweek.�AndIwasplanningtogowiththistitleonceagain,but
atthelastmoment,Ichangedmymindandadded�ButterflyofRebirth.��

Amidtheboldandsharppenscreatedinoil,aglimpseofnaturepeeks
throughintheformofflowersandbutterflies.Theflowersblossominthe
middleasifeagertograspattentionwiththeirvividandglowingcolors.

�Vividcolor,varioustexturesandglossybutalsosmoothsurfacescanbe
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foundinmypaintings,�Hongsaid.

WithinHong�sobsessivedetailingofhissubjects-pens,flowersand
butterflies-acalculativestructurecanbefound.

�ThesymmetricalstructuregivesasenseofauthorityandsolemnitythatI
preferinmypaintings,�Hongsaid.

Whilethemassive�Pens3�hasmissile-likepensshoutingitsgrandiosity,
�FullofLove�(2012)islightandbubbly,withasenseofhumor.

�ItwasthefirsttimeIusedonlyafewpensinapaintingforthisseries,�
saidHong.�Iwantedpeopletofeellightandsimplyenjoy�FullofLove.��

Hisdecisiontomakeaslighttwisttohis�Pen�seriescameallofasudden
whenoneofhisfriendstoldhimabouttheoriginofhisfavoritesong,�AllIs
FullofLove�(1997)byIcelandicsinger-songwriterBjork.

�IheardfromafriendonedaythatBjorkwashauntedbyherexperience
withacrazedmanwhotriedtokillher,�Hongsaid.�Butratherthanwriting
meanandnastylyrics,shewroteasongthatwasaboutlove,which
triggeredmetopaint�FullofLove.��

Inthepainting,abearproposestoaskullwhilesurroundedbyheartsand
pens.Viewersshouldn�thaveahardtimeguessingwhethertheproposal
wassuccessful,butHongoffersahintforthosewhostruggle.

�Forthepainting,Idrewaperson�sheartwithacupid�sarrowpiercingit.I
evenlookedatautopsybooksseveraltimestobeasrealisticaspossible,�
hesaid.

TheexhibitionrunsthroughApril29.Admissionisfree.Hoursarefrom11
a.m.to8p.m.TuesdaystoFridaysandfrom11a.m.to7p.m.on
weekends.TheexhibitionisclosedonMondays.GotoJongno5-gaStation,
lineNo.1,exit1.

Formoreinformation,visitwww.doosangallery.comorcall(02)708-5050.

ByShinJi-yeContributingwriter[estyle@joongang.co.kr]
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